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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon at 
the General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 7, 1895. 

I will read a portion of the 17th chapter of John. The Savior was 
praying unto the Father, and speaking of His disciples, He said: 


For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me. 

I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast ey me; for they are thine. 

And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

And now Iam no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name thuse whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

While I was with them in the world, if “7 them in thy name: those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition ; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

nd now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that 
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

I pray not that thou shouldst take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldst keep them from the evil. 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

ae — hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into 
the worid. 

And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth. : 

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word ; 
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That they al] may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. 

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: 

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and 
that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me. 

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known 
thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 


I have always thought this one of the grandest and most remarkable 
prayers ever uttered, that we have any record of. No doubt the Son of 
God offered many prayers not in the power of mortal pen to record. But 
this prayer was recorded, and it has come down to us. It is a prayer that 
is full of meaning, and one that should be especially dear to the Latter- 
day Saints, because the blessings that the Savior prayed for on this occa- 
sion are the blessings that we need. We would not be worthy of the name 
of Saints if we did not receive the answer to this prayer in ourselves. The 
servants of God that have received the Priesthood, unless they received the 
fulfilment of this prayer and exeniplified it in their lives, would not be 
in truth His disciples—at least to the extent that our Lord desired them 
to be. 

The great characteristic of this Church, my brethren and sisters, which 
distinguishes it from all other organizations upon the face of the earth, is 
UNION. It is this that has marked us as a peculiar people from the com- 
mencement. It is this that has given us a higher standing and made us a 
more notable people than any other characteristic that we possess. It is 
the characteristic that the Savior desired His disciples to exhibit; not only 
His immediate disciples, but those who should believe their testimony and 
receive the word that they had to bear tothem. And the Lord’s prayer 
in this respect has been heard. It was heard in behalf of those who were 
the immediate subjects of the prayer—His followers; but the prayer holds 
good for all generations, and may be claimed by every follower of Christ 
throughout all time, because this union that He prayed for is indispens- 
able to every man, woman, and child belonging to the Church of Christ. 
It is also indispensable to the Church itself. And we can thank God this 
day that we, unworthy as we have been in many respects, have received 
this same spirit of union to a goodly extent; not perhaps as fully as we 
should have it; still it has been bestowed upon us and has brought us 
together, knit our hearts in one, blended our feelings, and made us—a 
people of varied races, speaking different languages, and coming out of 
different religious organizations—one body, and cemented us together with 
@ union that is most marvelous. So we to-day exhibit this evidence that 
we are indeed followers of Jesus Christ, and that Jesus Christ is indeed 
the Son of God, because He desired that this should be the great sign by 
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which the world might know that God had sent Him and that He was 
His Son. | 

The Savior asked that His disciples might be one, as He and the Father 
are one. Now, can you conceive of a oneness more close, more complete,. 
than the oneness that exists between the Father and the Son? It is 
impossible for the human mind to get the faintest idea of any difference 
of opinion, or expression, or action between the Father and the Son. We 
worship them as one God—not three Gods, not two Gods, but as one God. 
The Father and the Son are the two personages of the Deity, with the 
Holy Ghost as their ministering Spirit or agent. We worship them as one. 
We do not separate them in our thoughts and in our feelings. We do not 
appeal to one because we think that He would be more propitious to us 
than the other. We do not seek to separate them in our feelings or in our 
thoughts, or in our worship. We do not think that if we can approach 
one of these Beings that we are more likely to obtain favor from Him than 
from the other. No feeling of this kind ever enters into the heart of a 
child of God. They are one. Jesus in al! His revelations makes it plain 
that He and the Father are one, so much so that in the minds of many 
they cannot distinguish how it can be that they can be one God and yet 
composed of two personages and of the Holy Ghost, because according to 
our human conceptions we cannot imagine such an identity of feeling and 
attributes in two different personages. We are not accustomed to this 
here on the earth. When we think of a father and a son, of a brother and 
a brother, we think of them as separate individuals. Their individuality 
is distinct in our minds. This also is the case with our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ as personages, but not as the Godhead. While they are 
two personages, they are but one—one in feeling, one in thought, one in 
mind, one in everthing in fact, in every direction in which their power is 
or can be exercised. And in all the records that have come down to us 
from the Son of God there is one thing that stands out clearly and prom- 
inently throughout all the teachings and acts of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, and that is, His entire devotion to the Father, His complete 
submission to the will of the Father, and His oft-expressed desire to know 
and to do that will. It is wonderful the submission that the Savior mani- 
fested in His life, when we think of His great dignity and the position 
that He occupied. 

We are told that there was once a rebellion in heaven. The Prophet 
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon beheld in vision, and they recorded that 
which they saw in this language: 

And this we saw also, and bear record, that an angel of God who was in 
authority in the presence of God, who rebelled against the Only Begotten 
Son, whom the Father loved, and who was in the bosom of the Father— 
was thrust down from the presence of God and the Son, 


And was called Perdition, for the heavens wept over Him—He was 
Lucifer, a son of the morning. 


Some have called him the son of the morning, but here it is a son of the 
morning—one among many, doubtless. This angel was a mighty person- 
age, without doubt. The record that is given to us concerning him clearly 
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shows that he occupied a very high position; that he was thought a great 
deal of, and that he was mighty in his sphere, so much so that when the 
matter was debated concerning the earth and the plan of salvation, he was 
of sufficient importance to have a plan, which he proposed as the plan by 
which this earth should be peopled and the inhabitants thereof redeemed. 
His plan, however, was not accepted; but it was so plausible and so 
attractive that out of the whole hosts of heaven one-third accepted his 
plan and were willing to cast their lot with him. Now, the difference 
between Jesus and Lucifer was this: Jesus was willing to submit to the 
Father. He had His plan, which wasaccepted. Everything that has come 
down to us, coupled with our own experience in relation to the effect of 
the Spirit of God upon the beart, leads us to the conclusion that if Jesus 
had proposed a plan that would not have been accepted by the Father, He 
would not have rebelled against the Father nor against the Son of God, 
who might have proposed the plan which was accepted. But how different 
was it with Lucifer! Because he could not have his way, he was deter- 
mined to wreck everything. He would pull down the throne of the Eter- 
nal Father and destroy everything. He was not one with the Father. If 
he had been, that rebellion would not have occurred. 

Now, it is a remarkable fact, which completely verifies and establishes 
the truth of the record concerning this rebellion in heaven, that from the 
time Adam appeared on the earth, and children began to multiply and 
increase, the spirit that Lucifer exhibited in heaven has been manifested 
on the earth. When he has had power to influence men and women he 
has filled them with precisely the same spirit that he manifested in 
heaven before man came upon the earth. That spirit made its appearance 
in Cain, and the Bible shows us that it was continued from generation to 
generation. The Book of Mormon is filled with the same testimony. But 
we need not depend upon the records that have come to us for illustra- 
tions of this, and testimony concerning it. We ourselves, in our own 
persons, in our own organization as a Church, have seen the same spirit, 
and the same results that attended its manifestation in ancient times, and 
even as far back as the time of which 1 speak—before the earth was 
peopled. We have seen the spirit of rebellion exemplified in our Church 
as it was when we were in our spiritual existence. President Woodruff 
dwelt upon this in his remarks this morning. He showed us the effects of 
that spirit in those who entertained it. It is but a repetition of history. 
History has repeated itself all the time in the Church of God. The Book 
of Mormon is full of it. That record shows how the sons of Lehi divided, 
some listening to Lucifer and entertaining the spirit of rebellion, and 
others entertaining the Spirit of God and seeking for its love and union. 
Those who yielded to the spirit of Lucifer sought the destruction of the 
others, and not being willing to submit to that which was right, they 
rebelled against their father. They determined to have their own way, 
regardless of the rights of others. And that history, from the beginning 
of it to the end, shows clearly the operation of these two influences; the 
Spirit of God bringing the people into union and love, and the spirit of 
Lucifer—which God in His own wisdom and for His own purposes has 
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permitted to come upon the earth to test us—working out destruction 
wherever it could get possession of the people to manifest itself through, 
until it wrought the entire destruction of two races of people on this con- 
tinent —the Jaredite race and the Nephite race. 

It is wise for us to look a little into our own position, and see if we can 
profit by the lessons of the past. No trouble ever came upon the Nephite 
people—and I like to refer to them because the record is a most complete 
and interesting one—except through their departing from that spirit of 
union of which I have read in this prayer of the Savior’s. When they 
lived so as to receive the fulfilment of this prayer and were united, they 
prospered on the right hand and on the left. The earth was blessed for 
them. It yielded of its richness, and every element of wealth contained in 
the earth, (and there is no part of our earth that is so rich in all the ele- 
ments of wealth as this blest continent) was at their command. But in 
those days of prosperity, when everything flourished, some man or some 
faction would arise in their midst, filled with pride, and vanity, and love of 
the world, yielding to the spirit of Lucifer and proposing plans of various 
kinds in order to disturb the peace of the people of God and to create dis- 
sension among them. It was the fruitful source of all their woes. No 
trouble ever came upon that people only through their yielding to this 
spirit of dissension and of rebellion which had come down from the council 
that was held before the world was peopled. All the prophets who spoke 
concerning the destruction of the Nephite nation were led to attribute the 
downfall of that people, which they by the spirit of-~prophecy saw would 
surely come, to the fact that they would fall into disunion. The Savior 
and the prophets predicted that four generations after the coming of the 
Son of God would live in peace, and Jesus rejoiced over them. He said 
how great His joy was about the generation which lived when He visited 
them, for He said that not one soul would be lost; and so it would be for 
four generations. But after thata falling away would come. They would 
listen to the spirit of Satan; they would lose their love and divide, and 
the result would be their entire annihilation as a nation. 

Our own experience, my brethren and sisters, is very similar to this. 
Can any of you put your finger on any serious trouble that we have had 
that has not had its origin in professed Latter-day Saints dissenting from 
us and turning against us? I tell you, as it has been said already in this 
Conference, there is no power on earth, there is no power in the domains 
of the damned, that can shake or disturb this people if they are only 
united. No matter what course we may take, so long as it is in righteous- 
ness, if we are united we can stand against the world and all its assaults. 
We can stand not only against visible enemies, but we can stand against 
the invisible hosts of darkness which Lucifer has at his command; and 
we can stand unshaken and unmoved amid the tempests that may break 
upon us, or whatever may be the character of the assault that may be 
made upon us. United we are strong; we are strong, as the Almighty 
our Father in Heaven, and as His Son Jesus, when Lucifer led away one- 
third of the hosts of heaven with the hope of destroying the plan of salva- 
tion and bringing to naught the purposes of the Father. But when dis 
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sension comes in our midst; when disunion manifests itself; when you see 
men who call themselves Latter-day Saints yielding to the spirit of Satan 
and rebelling in their feelings against the Spirit of God and the work of 
God, then there is cause for apprehension and for us to tremble, if we 
ever do tremble, because that is and always has been the fruitful source of 
our troubles, and it always will be. Union, therefore, ought to be the key- 
note of the entire people, as it is the chief corner stone of the superstruc- 
ture of the Church. It ought to be more desirable than anything else 
among us. How shall we obtain it? Shall we have it by each man having 
his own way and carrying out his own designs? Was that the way Jesus, 
our great Exemplar, did? “Ah! but,” I have heard it said, “that takes 
away man’s independence.” There are some people who seem to have the 
idea that rebellion and disobedience are evidences of independence and of 
manhood. Well, | am ylad to know that, so far as I am concerned, I 
never took that view. I always felt that I was just as independent in 
being obedient, and I know I felt much better than I could possibly feel 
if 1 were disobedient. It is not necessary to be disobedient to show 
indepedence. | 

There are at the head of this Church, chosen by the Lord, three men, 
who constitute what is called the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. One is the President. The other two are his 
Counselors. But all three are Presidents, according to the revelations. 
One, however, holds the keys. President Woodruff is distinguished from 
every other one of us by the fact that he possesses the keys of the kingdom 
on the earth. He represents the Supreme authority. His voice to us, in 
its place, brings-to us the voice of God. Not that he is God; not that he 
is infallible. He isa fallible man. His Counselors are fallible men. The 
First Presidency cannot claim, individually or collectively, infallibility. 
Infallibility is not given to men. They are fallible. But God is infallible. 
And when God speaks to the Church through him who holds the keys, it 
is the word of the Lord to this people. Can President Woodruff do this 
without his Counselors? I do not know what he can do, or what he might 
do; but I know that he does not do it. I know that President Young did 
not, nor President Taylor. I know that President Joseph Smith did not. 
He sought the counsel of his Counselors. They acted in concert. And 
when the First Presidency act in concert, they are a power. But, as it 
was said by Brother John W. Taylor on Friday, if the First Presidency 
were divided, and the Twelve were divided, then we would not have the 
blessings that God has promised, and Ido not know what would be our 
fate. I know, though, what has been in the past. Joseph, through false 
brethren, had bis life taken from him. Those nearest to him betrayed him 
in the days of which President Woodruff has spoken ; and at the very last 
those who were nearest to him were among the men who were the means 
of bringing him to his death. Now, how is it with the First Presidency? 
Do we have a mind of our own? Those who know us can judge of this. 
{t is our duty to make our thoughts known upon every subject. But we 
should not be hard in our hearts; we should be soft and tender, so that 
the Spirit of God will influence us. Itdoes not do for us to be opinionated 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 567 


and set in our feelings, and think that our view is the correct view; but to 
hold our hearts open to receive the manifestations of the Spirit of God. [ 
suppose each one of us is fond of having his own way. I know lam. I 
am willing to confess that I like to have my own way. ButI do not like 
my own way well enough to want it in opposition to my brethren’s way. 
That is our duty as the First Presidency of the Church. It is the duty of 
every presidency throughout the Church. The Presidents of Stakes and 
their counselors, the Bishops and their counselors, and all who act in pre- 
siding positions, should be united. It is our duty as the First Presidency 
of the Church to seek for this spirit of union for which the Savior prayed, 
and to be one; to bring our feelings in subjection, and when two agree on a 
thing, and the third cannot see it, let him say, “1 am going with you. No 
feeling that enters into my heart shall stand between you and me.” 
Suppose that one man has more wisdom than another; it is better to 
carry out « plan that is not so wise, if you are united on it. Speaking 
generally, a plan or a policy that may be inferior in some respects is more 
effective, if men are united upon it, than a better plan would be upon 
which they were divided. But some may ask, where comes in the inspira- 
tion of God in such cases as this? We should understand that God uses 
men as instruments in carrying out His purposes. He uses them accord- 
ing to their capacity. He gives them opportunity to exercise their agency 
and to work out self-development. The Lord gave to the children of 
Israel, after leaving Egypt, what is called the law of carnal command- 
ments. It was admittedly an inferior law to that which He desired them > 
to have; yet itcame from the Lord. He inspired His servant Moses to 
do that for the people because they were not prepared to receive and put 
in practice higher truths and live up to higher laws. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Very hot water is now preferred to cold to stop bleeding. 

Experiments recently made have demonstrated the feasibility of taking telegraphic 
dispatches directly from the wire to a typesetting machine. 

To make children’s cotton frocks and pinafores fireproof, a good lump of alum should 
Le dissolved in the soap lather in which they are washed, and also in each of the rinsing 
waters, 

After taking any poison a glass of cold water with a heaping teaspoonful of common 
salt and one of ground mustard stirred in should be instantly swallowed. This is aspeedy 
emetic. When it has acted swallow the whites of two raw eggs. 


Out of a thousand flowers 284 are white, 226 are yellow, 220 are red, 141 are blue, 75 
are violet, 36 are green, 12 are orange, 4 are brown, and 2 are black. White flowers be- 
come proportionately more numerous as one advances towards the North. 


Krushite, the new abrasive material, consists of chilled cast metal shot, varying in size 
from that of clover seed to a mere powder. The individual particles are said to be so 
hard, and at the same time so tough, that if one of them be struck on an anvil, the latter 
will receive a dent. Krushite is claimed to be three times as effective per unit of weight 
as the sharpest sand for sawing blocks of granite, polishiny, etc., and as a substitute for 
sand in the blast and for diamond drills in boring. The wear on the saw blade, or rubber, 
is also said to be considerably less. 


568 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1895. 


REFUSED TO PUBLISH BOTH SIDES. 


Tue London 7it-Bits of July 27, 1895, contained the following paragraphs: 


The notorious sect of Mormonites began in the following way. Early 
in this century a clergyman named Samuel Spaulding wrote a religious 
romance in imitation of the style of Scripture. It came into the hands of 
@ man named J —— Smith, an American of New York State, who said he 
had had a wonderful vision of the angel semen, and, later on, declared 
that he had received the Book of Mormon from Heaven written on gold 

lates. This was nothing more than Mr. Spaulding’s religious romance, 

ut it formed the basis of Mormonism. The first leader, or prophet, was 
this Joseph Smith, and when he was killed in 1844 he was succeeded by 
Brigham Young, who died in 1877, and was succeeded by John Taylor, 
since dead. ey settled at Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1847, and were 
recognised by the United States Government, who appointed Brigham 
Young governor. Of late years they have been less on ee 
One of their most notorious principles is polygamy. It is usually sup- 
that every Mormon has a great many wives, and they have been 
the subject of much ridicule on that account; but this custom has been 
greatly —— and in practice polygamy is said to be quite the 
exception. Yet the sect is a very curious product of the 19th century. 

We had thought that people pretending to be well informed on the 
topics of the day had learned of the discoveries made several years ago, 
which placed beyond question the falseness of the statement that the 
Spaulding Story was in any way connected with the Book of Mormon. 
We thought, too, that a paper so widely circulated as 7tt-Bits would not 
knowingly make a mis-statement concerning even so unpopular a subject 
as Mormonism, and acting in accordance with this thought sent to the 
editor the following, as the truth: 


To the Editor of Tit-Bits, 


Drak S1z,—In your issue of July 27, 1895, under the caption “Strange - 
Religious Sects,” in speaking of the Mormons you repeat the story of the 
“Spaulding Manuscript.” This theory of their origin has been several 
times exploded by Mormon writers, and at last by the.discovery of the 
original “Manuscript Story” and a comparison of it with the Book of 
Mormon. 

It is not my desire to take up too much of your space on this question, 
but I give you the following facts which can easily be verified by any one 
who has a desire todoso. Mr. D. P. Hurlbut at one time belonged to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, but was excommunicated, 
and in consequence imbibed a spirit of bitter hatred towards that organi- 
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gation. He wrote a book entitled “Howe’s Mormonism Unveiled” in 
which he made the statement that Joseph Smith had stolen a writing of 
Mr. Solomon Spaulding called the “Manuscript Found,” and had published 
the same to the world as a new revelation. In gathering material for this 
book Mr. Hurlbut found the real Spaulding Story, but did not publish it 
for reasons that will appear further on. Mr. Howe, the publisher of 
Hurlbut’s book, afterwards sold his printing office and effects to a Mr. L. 
L. Rice and partner. Mr. Rice moved to the Sandwich Islands and took 
with him a box full of papers from the printing office. In 1884 Mr. James 
H. Fairchild, President of Oberlin College, at Oberlin, Ohio, U.S.A., was 
on a visit to Mr. Rice’s place in Honolulu, and suggested that Mr. Rice 
search through this box of papers, thinking that some valuable anti- 
slavery documents might be found. While looking through these papers 
the “Manuscript Story” was discovered Mr. Rice presented the story to 
Oberlin College, but before doing so he took a copy of it with al] the 
peculiarities in spelling, erasures, and interlineations, and this has been 
reproduced in print so that it is accessible to any person who desires to 
obtain it. A careful comparison will show that there is no more resem- 
blance between the “Manuscript Found” and the Book of Mormon than 
there is between the English Bible and Hume’s History of England. If 
there had been the remotest similarity between the two Mr. Hurlbut 
would have published the “Manuscript Found.” 

Whatever else may be said concerning the origin of Mormonism, by its 
opponents, they will have to abandon the “Spaulding Manuscript” story . 
theory, for this is so easily demonstrated to be false and not ia the slightest 
degree connected with it. There is not a name either of a person, tribe, 
or place that is similar in the two books, nor a circumstance that could be 
said to have been copied one from the other. The Latter-day Saints are 
anxious to have a complete investigation of the question, for they feel sure 
that no one who knows the truth of the matter would every repeat the 
statement that the Book of Mormon was taken from the “Spaulding 
Manuscript.” It requires no more investigation to find that these books 
are entirely dissimilar than to read only one chapter in each. Should 
your readers doubt any of the statements above given they are invited to 
write to the President of the college mentioned. 

Very respectfully yours, 


After waiting two weeks the article was returned with “regrets that he 
is unable to make use of it.” 

A refusal to print anything favorable to the Latter-day Saints has been 
the rule with a majority of editors from the beginning; some.of them do 
not wish people to know the truth even now. In what kind of a position 
will they stand when the public learns how much they have misrepre- 
sented a people simply because it was popular to do so? On any other 
subject besides Mormonism we suppose the editor of 71t-Bits would be 
glad to become informed, and more particularly if by so doing he would 
be enabled to correct an error of sixty years’ standing. There would be 
no “regrets” expressed ; at least such is not the case with editors gener- 
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ally. But it throws a doubt on numerous other statements published by 
a man when he refuses to correct a mistake after he knows that it is 
incorrect. | 

In addition to the misstatements contained in the paragraph quoted 
about the origin of the Book of Mormon, it may not be known that the 
statement is also untrue which says that the Mormons have been less. 
prosperous of late years. The editor has been misinformed again or has 
imagined that he knew more than he did. Had he taken pains to learn 
the truth he would have found out that the number of baptisms has 
increased each succeeding year since 1890 here in Great Britain, and the 
present year promises still more than last. It is true that not so much 
opposition has been offered of late, but this is no reason for saying that 
the Church has been less prosperous, or that its missionaries have been 
less successful. About one-half the statements quoted from 7'%t-Bits are 
correct. We do not know how long it will be until the paper learns the 
other half of the truth, and will be willing to admit it. So long as it con- 
tinues to state untruths when it is able to know otherwise it will be just 
that far unreliable. 

It isa hard thing for people to acknowledge that they have been mis- 
taken, and many will not doit; but truth will always overcome error in 
the end. This will be the case with Mormonism; it will continue to 
become better understood in spite of the fact that religious congresses 
refuse it a hearing; statesmen continue’ to misrepresent it; and editors 
repeat silly stories that have been proved conclusively false for twelve 
years or more. As men learn more about it they will refrain from oppos- 
ing it, except those who are lovers of darkness rather than light. 

The President of Oberlin College after reading both books said that 
people would have to look somewhere else for a theory to account for the 
origin of the Book of Mormon. Should any of the Saints meet a repetition 
of the Spaulding Story from an opponent, ask him to send to this office 
and get a copy of the Book of Mormon and one of the ;“ Manuscript 
Found,” and compare the two. If after doing this he can conscientiously 
affirm a belief that they came from a common source we have nothing 
further to say to that man. He would believe that day is night, or any 
other contradictory statement that could be uttered. B. 


Arter the foregoing was in type we discovered that 71t-Bits of August 
31 contained a letter from a member of the “Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints” in which a correction concerning the origin 
of the Book of Mormon was made; the writer offers to furnish a copy of 
the “Manuscript Found” and one of the Book of Mormon so that a com- 
parison may be made. Had there been nothing further said than this all 
would have been well, but the same writer adds an attack upon Brigham 
Young and his followers, which was as uncalled for as ‘was the original 
statement that he wrote to correct. This may possibly be the reason why 
his letter was published and ours was not; it gave the paper an oppor- 
tunity to say something against the Latter-day Saints and their late 
leader and Prophet. The writer says that an injustice was done to thirty 
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thousand people, referring of course to the members of the “Reorganized 
Church.” His idea seems to be that the ten times thirty thousand people 
_ belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints might be 
injured without his caring in the least. The editor of 71t-Btts is not sup- 
posed to understand the question of successorship to Joseph Smith; that 
is left for the members of the Church. We have no controversy with the 
“Reorganized Church” in the matter. The Latter-day Saints have their 
work to do and are doing it. Their position is fully justified by the 
results that follow, and they have no time for a controversy that would 
leave the question as far from settlement as when it was begun. The 
First Presidency of the Church last year in a card to the Elders stated 
that a calm investigation and close observation would satisfy any honest 
and unbiassed person as to which is the Church established by Joseph 
Smith. President Brigham Young’s name has outgrown the undue hatred 
which it once occasioned in the minds of nearly every one who heard it. 
He is becoming better known and his true worth is therefore recognized, 
and to show appreciation for the great work he accomplished a monument 
is being erected to his memory for which subscriptions are coming in from 
all over the Western States of America. These are contributed not only 
by Latter-day Saints, but by all classes, some of them officers of the 
national government. There are very few editors in America who speak 
of him in that bitter spirit which characterized their utterances a few years 
ago. It will take time for editors on this side of the water to learn the 
facts, and we are sorry that in the same article which purported to make 
a correction of one statement there should appear several others which 
were not correct. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder James Thomas has been honor- 
ably released from presiding over the Welsh Conference to return home, 
September 5, 1895. 

Elder William C. Martel] has been appointed to preside over the Welsh 
Conference. ae 

Elders Heber J. Mulliner and John Batty have been honorably released 
from laboring as Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conference to return 
home, September 5, 1895. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


EupEer SAMUEL GERRARD writes from Blackburn, September 2, 1895: “We 
had an open-air meeting on the Blackburn Market grounds last night. 
Elder Saville and I, along with some of the Saints, gathered at the usual 
place and commenced meeting; after I had been speaking a short time, a 
man who is connected with, and who is considered of some importance by, 
the Gospel Hall people of this town desired to ask a question which I told 
him he could have the privilege of doing at the close of our meeting; this 
same man has before tried to interrupt us, and last night he even left a 
meeting which was being held by some of his own people not far from 
ours to come and annoy us, but as on his first attempt he was unsuccessful, 
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and by the expressions of the people around us, numbering fully five 
hundred, we could tell that they did not want to hear him. Elder Sayville 
followed me in speaking in defence of the cause of truth and we were 
wonderfully blessed by the power of God, insomuch that the people lis- 
tened with careful attention unto all that was said, and when we sang the 
Doxology they all seemed to join with us. After dismissing our meeting 
the man stood forth and instead of asking his question, he harangued the 
crowd first on one thing and then on another until the people told him to 
stop, as they could hear him any time, but they could not always have 
the privilege of listening to the Latter-day Saints. We felt to rejoice at 
the close of our meeting and it was encouraging to us to see the people 
manifest such a good spirit for which we give all praise and honor to Him 
whose truths we have been called to preach. I can say that it was one of 
the best meetings that I have attended on the Blackburn Market since they 
were started here this summer.” 

Elders H. A. Tuckett and F. W. Nicholls writing from Southampton, 
September 2, 1895, say: “This old town is being stirred up over the 
preaching of the Gospel within its walls. We are holding a series of out- 
door meetings on the public square. Last week Elders Huish and Harper 
were visiting us, when two men bitterly opposed us, which only served to 
draw a larger crowd. One of thein told us that the people of Southampton 
did not want to hear our Gospel and motioned that the crowd run us off 
the square, but thanks to God the people imbued with British fair-play 
said, ‘No, let them tell their story.’ A dispute ensued between one of our 
opponents and a man who was taking our part and the two were spirited 
away by friends, leaving us the crowd to preach to for overanhour. Presi- 
dent Ben. R. Eldredge was with us one night also, but there was not much 
opposition that evening. We have nice crowds listen to us and they seem 
much interested; we have hired a hall and hold meetings once a week, at 
which our congregation is growing.” 

Elder 8. W. Ross, President of the Irish Conference sends word from 
Belfast that two more baptisms have been performed, one of the converts 
being a very intelligent ex-Catholic. 


SOME EXPERIENCES AMONG THE INDIANS. 


THE late Elder Jacob Hamlin was one of the most successful Indian mis- 
sionaries who ever lived. One cause of his success was the carrying out of 
the counsel which he invariably gave to all those who had anything to do 
with the red men—never get angry, and never tell a lie to an Indian. 

My failure to adhere to the first part of this advice nearly caused me 
serious difficulty at one time, while living at the Moencoppy Fort. 

Two of the meanest and most contemptible Navajos that I ever met 
went one day into the kitchen of my house, and without the least cere- 
mony or invitation began to eat everything which was in sight excepting 
the mustard. Food was at that time very scarce, my wife was helpless and 
afraid, being alone. She called for help, however, and I heard her cry, 
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being then engaged in a store owned by John W. Young. I was waiting 
on some other Indians who were making purchases, and these I requested 
to step outside until I should return, which they accordingly did. Seeing 
how matters stood in the house I very quickly kicked the intruders from 
the house, and drove them some distance away. The intruders did not 
resent my actions, but some of those whom I had requested to leave the 
store were in an ugly frame of mind, and only needed to see the treat- 
ment accorded their companions to find opportunity to vent their anger 
on me. They had already mounted their ponies, and before I knew what 
they were about, they had several lariats swinging in the air directed 
towards me, whom they thus intended to capture. Fortunately for me, 
however, when I was captured by their ropes, Providence and a good old 
Lamanite interposed in my behalf. The latter pleaded with his tribesmen 
for my release, and after considerable time succeeded in effecting my release 
upon the payment by me of a dollar’s worth of sugar, and one of the 
intruding Navajos was also fined a dollar’s worth of tobacco, all of which 
was divided among the crowd. We then smoked the pipe of peace. The 
agreenient was made, however, on the part of the Indians, that none were 
to enter my home nor partake of my food except on my invitation. 

Since this experience I have always tried to follow the advice of Brother 
Hamlin—never to lose my temper. 

To be a successful Indian interpreter, and in order to Jive peacefully 
among them, one must never refuse to feed the aborigines, no matter how 
often they request food; you must never refuse to give them a shirt, 
though in doing so you deprive yourself of what you need; the Indian 
must never be turned out of doors, whether the weather is foul or fair, no 
matter how little the room which you have for yourself and family; you 
should, indeed, try to supply every demand, for the native has an idea 
that an interpreter has the power to manufacture money, and hence his 
supply is inexhaustible. One should never become weary of sitting on the 
ground and talking with these untutored people, even though their tribal 
news is anything but interesting; on several occasions while comparing 
the Book of Mormon with the traditions of the Indians I have sat as long 
as thirty-six hours at a time without sleeping, though we did take time to 
eat. It requires a much longer time for an Indian to explain what he 
means than it does for a white person, for which reason an interpreter is 
sometimes accused of failing to tell all that the red man says, because of 
the difference in the time required by the two persons to communicate 
their desires. 

Great difficulty is experienced in the acquiring of the language of the 
Indians, as books of instruction cannot be obtained. Therefore it is only 
by constant listening and practice that one can acquire a knowledge of 
the tongue. It has frequently been my experience while Jaboring as a 
missionary, that words have been uttered in my hearing, the meaning of 
which I could not discover. During the night the meaning of many such 
words has been given to me; sometimes as many as twenty words in one 
night have been made plain to me. Notwithstanding the many trials con- 
nected with my labors as an interpreter and missionary among the Indians, 
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I have found much joy in seeking to bring them to a knowledge of the 
truth, and in seeing some results of my labors. 

I took up the study of the Navajo language of my own accord. On 
April 26, 1876, I’arrived at the Colorado River, having had a most severe 
experience on the journey thither. I had been stalled in the snow and 
mud as many as seventy times a day, but felt repaid for my effort when I 
arrived in the sunny south. The second day after my arrival] [ saw some 
of the tall, fine-looking Navajos,"and the spirit to converse with them in 
their own language took possession of me. I immediately commenced the 
study of their tongue, and the first day learned nine words. I gained some 
little every day, and was soon considered an interpreter by the natives as 
well as by the white people who came to the place of my residence; though 
I'must confess I was for a long time a very incompetent interpreter. By 
faith, prayers, and works, however, | made progress, and on the ninth of 
April, 1877, | was set apartas_a missionary to the Indians, in which capac- 
ity 1 have labored from thatjday to the present. 

We had not been on the‘river very long before some of our thoughtless 
young men shot some cattle belonging to one of the chiefs. This unwise 
action required a three days’ pow-wow to overconie, as well as the payment 
of asum of money. Soon thereafter some more of the stock were killed, 
which resulted in the Indians accusing us again of being guilty, which was 
not true in this case. We succeeded in time in convincing the Navajos 
that we were their friends, and would not do them any intentional 
injury, which resulted in some of them joining us in our farming opera- 
tions. Some of them also became members of the Church. When visiting 
at one time one of their camps we were tempted, to see if we were virtuous. 
Our conduct on this occasion gave them unbounded confidence in our 
integrity for the future, and they were assured that we were not of the 
class which had too frequently called on them and betrayed their confi- 
dence. | 

We labored among the Apaches, Zunis, and other tribes, as well as among 
the Navajos, and met with good success everywhere we went. The faith of 
some of these dark-skinned people was marvelous, and the signs of the 
Gospel which followed them were indeed remarkable. In one village 
which we visited nearly all the people were sick with small-pox, and many 
deaths had occurred, but we prayed to the Lord in their behalf and the 
spiritof healing rested down on them so that no more deaths occurred, and 
all the afflicted speedily recovered. 

On one of our trips a young Navajo woman visited us and after some 
investigation joined the Church. She is one of the most faithful members 
of the Church in this country, and has been the instrument of converting 
whole families to the Gospel. In many of our meetings this woman bore 
testimony to the truth of the work of God, and also said the Elders were 
free from the sins which are so common to those Americans{who had at 
various times visited her tribe, and of whom she had heard who had visited 
other tribes of her people. 

In my travels I met a man called Billy Keans, who was a generous fellow 
and an accomodating man, but he was one of the worst blasphemers I ever 
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met. At every trifle he would use the name of Diety. He seemed more 
disposed to swear in the presence of religious persons than otherwise, as if 
he took delight in causing them unpleasant feelings because of his curs- 
ings. He called the preachers of every denomination “Guspel Jerkers.” 
At the table he would sacrilegiously ask a blessing, and would use lang- 
uage which was horrifying to me. One day he and a man named Thomas 
Tobin started for Wingate with a load of wool. On the road their team 
stalled, and after trying for some time to move the load the team became 
balky. Billy pounded the animals, and swore at them until he was ex- 
hausted, when he deliberately walked to a tree which was near, under 
which he stood and cursed God and swore till his companion begged him 
to desist, fearing that the Lord would curse him. He had not been under 
the tree long before a shaft of lightning struck so close to him that he 
was paralyzed. When Tobin reached his side he seemed very penitent, 
and said he would never make fun of sacred things again, or blaspheme 
the name of God. He only lived long enough to reach Fort Wingate, 
where he died in a few days. The judgment of the Almighty overtook 
him in the midst of his sin. He was the best talker in the Navajo lang- 
uage I ever heard among other than natives. One day, sometime before 
his death, he took me to his home to dinner, and while there with some 
other company he took the Book of Mormon in his hand, and holding it 
aloft said, “I know by the traditions of the Indians, and from personal 
knowledge that this book is true, but 1 have not got the courage to accept 
the truth, and thus lose the friendship of all those who know me.” I | 
heard him tel] Sunday School children that he could prove from the tradi- 
tions of the natives that the Book of Mormon was true, and he urged them 
to be true to their religion. He once killed a man in his anger, and I do 
not know but his inability to receive the truth was due to the fact of having 
blood on his hands. 

The foregoing are only a few of the many interesting incidents connected 
with my labors among the Lamanites. My duties among them have been 
of a most interesting and instructive character, and I know there will yet 
be a mighty work done among these dark-skinned people, who are fast 
dwindling away because of the oppressions of their white brethren, and 
through sins which have been introduced among them by those who pre- 
tended to be their friends.—C. L. CHRISTENSEN, tn Contributor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The remains of Elder Charles Scott Hall, who died while on a mission to Texas, arrived 
in Salt Lake City on the 8th of August. It was then learned that death was brought on 
by an attack of chills and fever, which is a very common disease in Texas. 


The following dispatch from Washington, U.S.A., August 27, shows that the war 
department feels assured of statehood for Utah: ‘In accordance with the enactment 
that a star should be added to the National flag each time a State is added to the Union, 
@ new star was added to the ‘stars and stripes’ this morning by order of the War 
Department, because Utah has been admitted as a State. There are now forty-five stars 
in the flag.” 


